*46                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

the same form, serve our children* During the last
ten years we have been compelled to give up positions
which we once thought were the strongholds of Chris-
tianity. We have entered on a new era, and all men
are musing in their hearts what the end is to be. The
subject of man's faith in God and his hopes for the
future has been reopened. It is our duty to face it
honestly, to make our inquiries, if we can without
passion or prejudice, and not to suffer it to rest until,
so far as in us lies, we have settled it once and for
fever.

The first supposed enemy of religion is physical
science. When Lord Bacon propounded his method
of induction he was careful to say that it was not to
be applied in religion. Natural knowledge only was
to be derived from nature. Articles of faith were to
be learned from the Scriptures. Spinoza made the
same distinction, limiting the use of reason in Scrip-
ture to determining the meaning of Scripture. When
the Royal Society was established it was opposed by
Bishop Gunning, Bishop Barlow, and some other
scholastic theologians, from a fear that the study of
nature would be prejudicial to revelation. Bishop
Sprat, the historian and vindicator of the Society, said
that their fears were vain. The domain of nature
was entirely distinct from that of revelation. Science
and revelation, he said, must agree to a divorce. He
added, that if the study of nature was to imperil the
faith of Christians, that study must be abandoned.
The theologians who opposed the Eoyal Society were
right from their stand-point The study of nature
cannot be without an influence on our interpretation